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“Walking A Beat Isn’t All Glamour.”
Captain Corrales Talks with EVPA.

Police Captain Greg Corrales, recently assigned to
Mission Station that includes parts of Eureka Valley,
talked with EVPA membership about his approach
to crime and homelessness at the March meeting.

“lI am committed to getting the job done to the
satisfaction of the residents, using the resources
we have,” said Corrales. Describing himself as
“pretty much a lock them up kind of guy” who
spent 15 years in the narcotics squad, he is “open
to innovative ways” to tackle issues of public drug
use with a greater emphasis on medical treatment.

The issue of prostitution, homelessness and the
mentally ill also was discussed candidly. “I can use
every law on the book to deal with prostitution and
criminal conduct on anyone, including those who
are homeless. But we can't ‘round-up’ carts or file a
‘5150" on them unless they are a danger to
themselves or others.” A 5150 places a 72-hour
(maximum) hold on a person for psychiatric
evaluation. Unless violent, he or she is released in
less than 72 hours with referrals to other services.
Corrales said that many of the mentally ill take
medication during the hold period, but stop once
released. He hopes for better coordination with the
Department of Public Health.

How can EVPA members help? “Don’t be reluctant
to call the police. Place the call and let the police
decide if it's a problem.” That's true of aggressive
panhandling which he defined as “Panhandling
which makes you uncomfortable. When the person
iS more assertive than questioning, more
demanding than asking.” Aggressive panhandlers
often also are involved in other illegal activities.

Calling 431-7400 connects you to the City’s Office
on Homeless which can send a team to visit the
person. If someone has passed out or appears ill,
call the police at 553-0123 and indicate the person
may need medical attention. EVPA thanks Captain
Corrales for his visit and discussion. We look
forward to working with you.
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Join your neighbors on Sunday, April 28" from 8 — 10 am for
the Castro Bubble Bath. Meet in front of Castro Theater.

It's Time for Another Bath!

Come for the Work; Come for the Food.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 28" for
the next Castro Bubble Bath. Meet at 8am in
front of the Castro Theater to start the morning
with coffee, bagels and pastries as we begin
cleaning the sidewalk up Castro to 17", east on
17", and down Hartford. Everyone is welcome
to join in! You do not have to be an EVPA
member to participate. Just meet under the
marquee. We will have teams picking up litter and
sweeping, a bucket brigade helping soap the way
and scrubmasters using pushbrooms to exorcise
the ick under our feet. The Department of Public
Works again will be helping, and EVPA will provide
supplies. Show up in clothes and shoes you don't
mind getting dirty, bring work gloves if you have
them (we have some) and an appetite. CHAT Café
is donating refreshments for the morning, and the
Red Grill is hosting a light brunch after the event
for Castro Bubble Bath participants. Volunteers are
needed, as well as a ‘block captain’ to help along
the route. Call Michael Crawford at 701-9455 for
information or email michael@sfchatcafe.com



call for closure early in 2003 with completion late in
that year. This redesign will be discussed at our
April General Membership Meeting by EVPA Boai
Member Drew Bertagnolli. Among the changes are
an expansion of the interior space, a new entrance
that is compliant with the American with Disabilities
Act, and elimination of spaces attracting vagrants
and loiterers.

All programs and users of the EVRC are schedule:
to return after the remodeling is complete.
However, this may be an ideal time to learn if any
Eureka Valley/Castro/Upper Market area groups or
organizations not already doing so would like to use
the EVRC for their activies and meetings. Presently
the EVRC provides space for some organizations an
individuals that are not located in our neighborhood.
EVPA is interested in making sure local needs ar
met by our Recreation Center and is soliciting
member input regarding its uses. If you have any
suggestions in this regard, please contract Drew at
andrewbertagnolli@hotmail.com or let him know at
the April 18" meeting.

On another note, Sunday, April 28 marks our
second Castro Bubble Bath Street Cleaning (pleast
see related item in this newsletter.) Our first was
very successful and we are hoping for another good
turnout. And remember, CHAT Café will provide
coffee and food and the Red Grill on 18" will host
brunch for volunteers after the clean -up.

Best regards,

Gustavo

April 18, 2002 7:30 pm

Membership meeting agenda
EVRC 100 Collinawood, Auditorium
l. Call to Order/Introductions
1. Presentation on HOPE
[l Reading and Approval of the Minutes
V. Committee Reports
V. Old Business
EVRC redesign: Drew
VI. New Business:
VII.  Adjourn

Diesel Clothing Coming to Castro.

Diesel Clothing received approval fom the City
Planning Commisison to move into the space a
Market and Castro. The retailer received letters of
support from various groups, including EVPA.

Because Diesel will occupy 2,900 square feet, it
needed special permits before it could enter the
lease with the property owner. The prominent
location and interest from a “chain” rather than a
local business was a source of concern to many.

The Lurie Company which owns the property
indicated no other prospective tenants had
emerged for the space. Meanwhile, Diesel directly
approached EVPA and responded favorably to the
“5 Qualities of a Good Neighborhood Business
guidelines drafted last year by the Association (see
related story). As a sign of it's intention to remain
involved in the neighborhood, Diesel will donate
$6,000 to neighbohood efforts, including $2,000 to
EVPA for uses such as the Castro Bubble Bath.

Architecturally, the building’s exterior will not
change, save for a sign above the door. The
exterior is eligible to be placed on the national
Historic Landmark list. The interior long ago
changed.

The store will employ about 12 people, most of
whom are expected to live in the area. IDiesel
offers domestic partner benefits.

EVPA President Gustavo Serina attended th
Planning Commission’s meting to represent EVPA.
MUMC and CAPA also issued letters of support.






